Parental views on children admitted to hospital with acute asthma.
To gather information on the background to the hospital admission of children with an attack of acute asthma, on the parents' expectations and perceptions of the hospital's role in treatment and the hospital's response to these expectations. A structured questionnaire was administered to the parents of 127 children admitted to hospital with an acute attack of asthma of a mild or moderate severity. At 10-15 days after discharge, further information was obtained from 102 of the parents regarding their experiences of the hospital stay. Half of the children were self (parental) referred to hospital. The modal time spent in hospital was one night. Overwhelmingly, the parents felt that the admission had been justified and that discharge time was appropriate. Parental expectations of information and education about the condition differed slightly from the staff as judged by the information given to them. Many parents learned something about asthma and the majority felt that the brief admission was not too disruptive. The reported perceptions and the actions of the parents are in keeping with the hypothesis that the emergency care of childhood asthmatics is moving from the community to the hospital, and that many see a role for the latter in the long-term management of the condition.